WATER BAPTISM APPLICATION
__________________________________________________________________________________________
We believe that baptism is an outward signification of the grace of God in the life of a believer. It is symbolic of salvation, not part of salvation. Since it is a symbol, we believe that only those professing a personal faith in Christ should be baptized.
Step 1:
Read the information provided in this packet.
Step 2:
Complete the baptism application. Please print clearly and be thorough.

Step 3:
Return baptism application. (see address below)

Step 4:
We will contact you.
Date: _______________________________

Name: ​___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ​______________________________City: ___________________ST: _______Zip:_____________

Phone: _________________ Birthdate: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________  E-Mail: ___________________________________

I have read the baptism information. ________    I have listened to the Water Baptism CD provided  ________
Pastor you would like to baptize you: ______________________________
Baptism is a public profession and symbolizes a death to our old life and our receiving a new life through Christ. Although everyone getting baptized is a sinner, new life in Christ should be seen in our daily life. Is your lifestyle reflective of your new life in Christ?

Yes ________     No _______       I would like to speak to someone __________

Please state briefly how and when you accepted Christ as your Savior:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If God were to ask you why you should be allowed into heaven, how would you answer:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you want to get baptized? Have you been baptized before (after becoming a Christian)?:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please check one:

_______  I am ready to schedule my baptism. (We will e-mail you or call you with available dates.)

_______  I need to speak with someone before I am ready to schedule my baptism.

When you have completed this information, please return to us by fax (922-4182), mail, or return to the information center at Valley Assembly. Our address is: Valley Assembly of God, 15618 E Broadway, Spokane Valley, WA  99037.  If you have any other questions or concerns regarding baptism, please contact the church office at 924-0466.

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR DESIRE TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN WATER BAPTISM

Water baptism is a step of obedience to God. Acts says “Repent and be baptized.” People who have repented of their sins and turned to Jesus need to take the next step – water baptism. By baptism you are publicly declaring the decision you have made to be a follower of Jesus.

Please read the information contained in this booklet, and then fill out the baptism application that is found on page 4. Give it to the pastor or send it to the church office. If you have any questions after reading this booklet, the pastor would be happy to talk with you.

1. What to bring for Water Baptism

a. Something to be baptized in:

Men:
Washable pants and open-collar shirt

Ladies:
Dark blouse and slacks 

b.   Dry clothes to change into (including underwear)

c.   Towel

d.   Plastic bag for your wet clothes

e.   Hair dryer if you want to dry your hair afterwards

2. Instructions

a.    Water in the baptistery will be heated to approximate body temperature for comfort.

b. In the water, the video of your testimony will play. 

c.    Candidates will change in bathrooms off the choir room

d.    Last minute briefing will be given you immediately before entering the water.

WE WILL MEET IN FRONT OF THE SANCTUARY THE NIGHT OF THE SERVICE.

PLEASE BE THERE AT 5:30 PM
IS WATER BAPTISM NECESSARY

Acts 8:26-39 and Matthew 28:19-20

1.Can a person go to heaven without being baptized? YES!

a. The blood of Jesus cleanses us from sin, not the waters of baptism.




Hebrews 9:22; I John 1:7

b. The thief on the cross was never baptized, yet he went to heaven.




Luke 23:39-43

c. At Cornelius’ house they were converted and filled with the Spirit of God BEFORE they were baptized.  Acts 10:44-48

d. The Phillippian jailer was told “Believer on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” Acts 16:31. His baptism was a result of his salvation, not a means to it.

e. In Romans 10, one of the most important chapters about salvation in the most important book about salvation, no mention is made of baptism as being necessary to salvation. V 9-13

f. Zacchaeus was declared “saved” by Jesus before baptism. Luke 19:1-10

g. Paul claimed to be the spiritual father of the Corinthian Christians he had “begotten them thru the gospel,” not thru baptism. I Corinthians 4:15;1:14-17

2. Why then be baptized?

a. The Bible commands it Acts 2:38; Matthew 28:19

b. Jesus, our Example, was baptized. I Peter 2:21; Matthew 3:13-17

c. The early church taught and practiced baptism. Ten baptismal services in the book of Acts. 2:41; 8:12; 8:38

d. Our Baptism pleases God. Matthew 3:17

e. Because of what baptism says: it proclaims the gospel; it pictures our experience; it declares our hope.

3. Who should be baptized? ALL BELIEVERS!

      Mark 16:16; Acts 18:8; Acts 2:38; Matthew 28:19

a. Baptizing infants is not spiritual; dedication of infants is scriptural.

b. Children should not be baptized until they fully understand.

c. “What if…?’

1. “What if I was baptized as an infant? Should I be re-baptized?”


Yes. Infant baptism is not believers baptism.

2. “What if I was baptized before I was converted? Should I be re-baptized?”

Yes, again, that was not believers baptism.

3. “What if I didn’t understand it, even though I was a Christian? Should I be re-baptized?’

Not necessarily. Yours was a believers baptism.

4. “What if I have backslidden and come back to God again since my original baptism? Should I be re-baptized?” Perhaps, if you feel a strong desire.

5. “What if I’ve waited so long I’m embarrassed?”

Don’t let your pride stand in the way of your obedience.

4.  What is the proper mode of baptism, immersion or sprinkling?

a. Scripture is not totally clear. There is no command to immerse.

b. The Greek word “Baptidzo” usually means “to dip or immerse.”

c. Only immersion symbolically pictures our identification with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.

IF YOU HAVE NOT BEEN BAPTIZED AS A BELIEVER, DO IT TODAY!

